AS Human Geography

Past Paper Questions

AS Case Studies
Jan 2009

With reference to a national case study, describe and explain how population structure, as shown by population pyramids, can change over time.

Discuss, with reference to places for illustration, the issues faced in remote rural environments.
With reference to one national case study, describe and explain the regional contrasts in development.

June 2009

‘Population distribution is related to the availability of physical and human resources.’  Discuss this statement with reference to a national case study.

With reference to places for illustration, discuss three issues faced in the rural-urban fringe.

Define either colonialism or neo-colonialism and discuss how your chosen process has affected the level of development of a LEDC you have studied.

Jan 2010

Discuss the economic, social and political implications of the dependency ratios in MEDCs and LEDCs.

With reference to your case study, discuss how economic regeneration is delivered to a remote rural area by a regional development agency.

Debt is an issue affecting many LEDCs.  Outline some of the causes of such debt and discuss its impact on the development of LEDCs.

June 2010

With reference to a national case study, describe and explain how population structure, as shown by population pyramids, has changed over time.

With reference to a MEDC city you have studied, discuss the issues of the inner city.

Discuss the contribution of those issues from the following list which are relevant to the development of your national LEDC case study.

· Globalisation

· Aid

· Trade

· Debt
Jan 2011

‘Population distribution is related to the availability of physical and human resources.’  Discuss this statement with reference to your national case study.

With reference to places for illustration, discuss the issues facing remote rural environments.

With reference to specific measures of development, explain the problems of defining development.
June 2011

With reference to a national case study, describe and explain how population structure, as shown by pyramids, can change over space.

Using your case study from a LEDC, discuss the issues created by the rapid urbanisation it has experienced.

With reference to your national case study, describe and explain regional contrasts in development. 

Jan 2012

With reference to a national case study, describe and explain how population structure, as shown by pyramids, can change over time.

With reference to place for illustration, discuss three issues faced in the rural-urban fringe.

Debt is an issue facing many LEDCs.  Outline some of the causes, problems and possible solutions to such debt.

June 2012

Discuss the economic, social and political implications of differing dependency ratios in MEDCs and LEDCs.

With reference to your case study, discuss how economic regeneration is delivered to remote rural areas by regional development agencies.

Define globalisation and trade and discuss how they have created negative and/or positive effects for the development of LEDCs.
Population

A national case study of how population pyramids allow comparisons over time and space - UK
With reference to a national case study, describe and explain how population structure, as shown by population pyramids, can change over time. (Jan ’09, June ’10 and Jan ‘12)
With reference to a national case study, describe and explain how population structure, as shown by pyramids, can change over space.  (June ’11)

A national case study of the relationship between population and resources - France
‘Population distribution is related to the availability of physical and human resources.’  Discuss this statement with reference to a national case study. (June ‘09 and Jan ‘11)
General

Discuss the economic, social and political implications of the dependency ratios in MEDCs and LEDCs. (Jan ’10)
Discuss the economic, social and political implications of differing dependency ratios in MEDCs and LEDCs. (June ’12)

Urban and Rural Environments
Remote Rural Environments
Discuss, with reference to places for illustration, the issues faced in remote rural environments. (Jan ’09 and Jan ’11)
Rural-Urban Fringe

With reference to places for illustration, discuss three issues faced in the rural-urban fringe. (June ’09 and Jan ‘12)
A case study of a Regional Development Agency at the local/regional scale in a remote rural area – Highlands and Islands Enterprise
With reference to your case study, discuss how economic regeneration is delivered to a remote rural area by a regional development agency. (Jan ’10 and June ‘12)
Challenges for the urban environment
MEDC - Liverpool
With reference to a MEDC city you have studied, discuss the issues of the inner city. 

(June ’10)
LEDC - Cairo
Using your case study from a LEDC, discuss the issues created by the rapid urbanisation it has experienced.  (June ’11)
Development
A national case study which demonstrates distinct regional variations in development - Italy
With reference to one national case study, describe and explain the regional contrasts in development. (Jan ’09 and June ‘11)
A national case study of the positive and negative effects of development issues in a LEDC - Ghana

Discuss the contribution of those issues from the following list which are relevant to the development of your national LEDC case study. (June ’10)

· Globalisation

· Aid

· Trade

· Debt

General

Define either colonialism or neo-colonialism and discuss how your chosen process has affected the level of development of a LEDC you have studied. (June ’09)
Debt is an issue affecting many LEDCs.  Outline some of the causes of such debt and discuss its impact on the development of LEDCs. (Jan ’10)
Debt is an issue facing many LEDCs.  Outline some of the causes, problems and possible solutions to such debt. (Jan ’12)

With reference to specific measures of development, explain the problems of defining development. (Jan ’11)
Define globalisation and trade and discuss how they have created negative and/or positive effects for the development of LEDCs. (June ’12)
AS Physical Geography

Past Paper Questions
AS Case Studies
Jan 2009

‘The beneficial effects of flooding usually outweigh the detrimental effects.’  Discuss this statement with reference to the large scale drainage basin or delta you have studied.
Describe the physical characteristics of a small scale ecosystem you have studied and discuss how energy moves through the ecosystem.

With the aid of a diagram, describe the structure of a mid-latitude frontal depression.  Explain the weather it produces and discuss its impact on people.

June 2009

With reference to a case study of flooding in a large scale drainage basin or its delta, describe and explain the physical and human causes of the flooding.
Describe and explain the characteristics of one vegetation succession you have studied.

Describe the formation of an anticyclone.  Explain the weather associated with a winter anticyclone and discuss its impacts on people.

Jan 2010

With the aid of annotated diagrams, describe and explain the river processes involved in the formation of:
· A waterfall

· One type of delta

With reference to a national/regional case study, explain the impact of monoculture and attempts to manage an area of mid-latitude grasslands.

For a named hurricane event, describe the effects of the hurricane on people and property and evaluate the effectiveness of the protective measures used to reduce loss of life and damage to property.
June 2010

‘Flooding can have beneficial and detrimental effects on people, property and the land.’ Discuss this statement with reference to your case study of a large scale drainage basin or its delta.
Describe the physical characteristics of a small scale ecosystem you have studied, and explain the operation of the food chains within your chosen ecosystem.

Contrast the effects of low and high pressure systems on the weather of mid-latitude areas.

Jan 2011

‘The causes of flooding, although complex, are related predominantly to climatic factors.’  To what extent do you agree that this statement is valid for a large scale drainage basin or delta you have studied?

Explain the processes of environmental change which have produced all the stages in a vegetation succession you have studied at a small or regional scale.

With reference to a hurricane or tropical cyclone you have studied at a national or regional scale, evaluate the protective measures used to reduce the loo of life and damage to property.

June 2011

‘The drainage basin is an open system.’  Discuss this statement with reference to the inputs, outputs, stores and transfers of water and sediment.
Describe the negative impacts of human activity on an area of mid-latitude grassland you have studied and explain the attempts to manage this area.

Explain the weather associated with a summer anticyclone and, using your case study material, contrast the impacts of winter and summer anticyclones on people.

Jan 2012

Describe the processes and the conditions under which rivers erode and deposit sediment.  Explain the importance of these processes in the formation of a river meander.
Human activity has had a negative impact on mid-latitude grasslands.  Describe the problems associated with soil erosion and explain the attempts to manage them in an area of mid-latitude grasslands you have studied.

Using an annotated diagram, describe the structure of a mid-latitude frontal depression and use your case study material to help you discuss the impact of such a weather system on people.

June 2012

With reference to a large scale drainage basin or its delta, describe both the beneficial and detrimental effects of flooding on people and property.
Describe how energy is transferred and nutrients are cycled in a small scale ecosystem you have studied.

Describe and explain the contrasting weather associated with summer and winter anticyclones. With reference to your case studies, discuss their human effects.

Fluvial Environments
A national scale case study of the beneficial and detrimental effects of flooding in a large scale drainage basin or its delta - Bangladesh
‘The beneficial effects of flooding usually outweigh the detrimental effects.’  Discuss this statement with reference to the large scale drainage basin or delta you have studied. 

(Jan ’09)

With reference to a case study of flooding in a large scale drainage basin or its delta, describe and explain the physical and human causes of the flooding. (June ’09)

‘Flooding can have beneficial and detrimental effects on people, property and the land.’ Discuss this statement with reference to your case study of a large scale drainage basin or its delta. (June ’10)

‘The causes of flooding, although complex, are related predominantly to climatic factors.’  To what extent do you agree that this statement is valid for a large scale drainage basin or delta you have studied? (Jan ’11)

With reference to a large scale drainage basin or its delta, describe both the beneficial and detrimental effects of flooding on people and property. (June ’12)

General – Drainage basin

‘The drainage basin is an open system.’  Discuss this statement with reference to the inputs, outputs, stores and transfers of water and sediment. (June’11)

General - River features

With the aid of annotated diagrams, describe and explain the river processes involved in the formation of:

· A waterfall

· One type of delta
 (Jan ’10)

Describe the processes and the conditions under which rivers erode and deposit sediment.  Explain the importance of these processes in the formation of a river meander. (Jan ’12)
Ecosystems
Small scale study of an ecosystem including it physical characteristics and examples of its food chains – Breen Wood
Describe the physical characteristics of a small scale ecosystem you have studied and discuss how energy moves through the ecosystem. (Jan ’09)

Describe the physical characteristics of a small scale ecosystem you have studied, and explain the operation of the food chains within your chosen ecosystem. (June ’10)

Describe how energy is transferred and nutrients are cycled in a small scale ecosystem you have studied. (June ’12)

A small/regional scale case study of a vegetation succession – Ainsdale Dunes

Describe and explain the characteristics of one vegetation succession you have studied. (June ’09)

Explain the processes of environmental change which have produced all the stages in a vegetation succession you have studied at a small or regional scale. (Jan ’11)

A national/regional scale study of the impact of human activity and attempts to manage an area of mid-latitude grassland – N. American Prairies
With reference to a national/regional case study, explain the impact of monoculture and attempts to manage an area of mid-latitude grasslands. (Jan ’10)

Describe the negative impacts of human activity on an area of mid-latitude grassland you have studied and explain the attempts to manage this area. (June ’11)

Human activity has had a negative impact on mid-latitude grasslands.  Describe the problems associated with soil erosion and explain the attempts to manage them in an area of mid-latitude grasslands you have studied. (Jan ’12)

Atmosphere
A small scale study of the effects of a low pressure system – 1994 Storm
With the aid of a diagram, describe the structure of a mid-latitude frontal depression.  Explain the weather it produces and discuss its impact on people. (Jan ’09)

Using an annotated diagram, describe the structure of a mid-latitude frontal depression and use your case study material to help you discuss the impact of such a weather system on people. (Jan ’12)

A small scale study of the effects of a high pressure system – 1976 Drought

Explain the weather associated with a summer anticyclone and, using your case study material, contrast the impacts of winter and summer anticyclones on people. (June ’11)

Describe and explain the contrasting weather associated with summer and winter anticyclones. With reference to your case studies, discuss their human effects. (June’12)

A national scale study of the effects of one hurricane/tropical cyclone – Hurricane Katrina
For a named hurricane event, describe the effects of the hurricane on people and property and evaluate the effectiveness of the protective measures used to reduce loss of life and damage to property. (Jan ’10)

With reference to a hurricane or tropical cyclone you have studied at a national or regional scale, evaluate the protective measures used to reduce the loss of life and damage to property. (Jan ’11)

General

Describe the formation of an anticyclone.  Explain the weather associated with a winter anticyclone and discuss its impacts on people. (June ’09)

Contrast the effects of low and high pressure systems on the weather of mid-latitude areas.

(June ’10)
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