A2 2 Physical Geography
Past Paper Questions

(Questions in italics are from the old specification but are still relevant)

Regional scale case study of river basin management – Colorado

With reference to your regional scale case study of basin management:

· Describe the beneficial outcomes of the management strategies used; and

· Outline the conflicts of interest rising from this management and explain how these reflect interdependence between places.
(June ’04)

With reference to your regional scale case study of a river basin system:

· Describe the management strategies used; and

· Discuss and evaluate the following statement in relation to your case study:

“The beneficial outcomes of the scheme outweigh the conflicts of interest that it created.”
(June ’05)

With reference to your regional scale case study of river basin management:

· Describe the reasons why river management was required;

· Discuss the physical and human impacts of the scheme.
(Jan ’07)

With reference to a regional scale case study of a river basin:

· Outline the aims of the management scheme; and

· Describe and evaluate the strategies used to achieve these aims.
(June ’10)

With reference to a regional scale case study of a river basin, discuss the ways in which implementation of the basin management scheme brought beneficial outcomes as well as conflicts of interest.
(June ’11)

With reference to a regional case study of river basin management:

· Outline the aims of the management scheme; and

· Describe the positive and negative impacts of the scheme upon people and the environment.
(June ’12)

Coastal management – S England

With reference to a regional coastal case study:

· Explain why this coastal stretch requires a management scheme; and

· Describe the strategies adopted and evaluate their success.

(June’05)

With reference to a regional coastal case study:

· Describe the hard and soft engineering strategies used;

· Justify the selection of these strategies in terms of both the human and physical environments.

(June ’07)

With reference to places for illustration, describe the ways in which coastal zones are subject to a range of demands; and

‘As a response to coastal erosion, hard engineering strategies offer only a partial solution.’  Discuss this statement with reference to your regional scale case study of coastal protection. (June ’09)

With reference to a regional scale case study of coastal protection:

· Describe the hard and soft engineering strategies which have been implemented along the coastline; and

· Evaluate their effectiveness.
(June ’10)

With reference to a regional case study:

· Outline the arguments for and against coastal protection in this area; and

· State and justify your own view on whether or not coastal protection should be allowed to proceed in this location.
(June ’11)

With reference to a regional case study of coastal protection, describe the nature and impact of both hard and soft engineering strategies upon the human and physical environment.


(June’12)

With reference to a regional case study of coastal protection:

· Explain why this coastline required protection; and 
Describe the hard and soft engineering strategies implemented.  (June 2014)

· Volcanic Activity – General

Compare the impact of two hazards associated with volcanic eruptions; and

Describe and explain three benefits of volcanic activity.
(June ’03)

With reference to places for illustration, describe and evaluate the social, economic and environmental hazards of volcanic activity.
(June ’11)

Volcanic Activity – Mt. Pinatubo

With reference to one small scale case study of volcanic activity:

· Describe the efforts to predict the volcanic activity; and 

· Evaluate the success of prediction in this case.
(June ’10)

With reference to a small scale case study of volcanic activity, describe the efforts to predict the event and discuss the limitations of those predictions.
(June ’12)

With reference to places for illustrations, describe and evaluate this social and economic benefits and hazards of volcanic activity.   (June 2014)

Earthquake events – Kobe and Gujarat

With reference to your case study of a MEDC, discuss the major factors (knowledge, perception and stage of development) affecting the impact and management of earthquake activity.
(June ’03)

With reference to a LEDC, discuss how the impacts and management of earthquake activity reflect the country’s knowledge and perception of earthquakes and its stage of development. (June ’05)

With reference to case study material from both a MEDC and a LEDC, discuss attempts to reduce or avoid the impacts of earthquakes.
(June ’06)

With reference to your small scale case study of earthquake activity in a MEDC;

· Outline the primary and secondary effects of the earthquake;

· Describe the preparation for, and the responses to, the earthquake.

(Jan ’07)

With reference to two small scale case studies of earthquake activity, discuss the influence of the stage of development on the management of the primary and secondary impacts. (June’08)

With reference to one small scale case study of earthquake activity in either a MEDC or LEDC, discuss how the management of its effects reflects the knowledge, perception and stage of development of the country.
(June ’10)

With reference to two case studies, discuss how the impact and management of the effects of earthquake activity are influenced by their stage of development.
(June ’11)

With reference to your two small scale case studies, discuss how the impact and management of earthquake activity reflects the knowledge and perception of the hazard.

(June ’12)

With reference to a small-scale case study of a MEDC, discuss how knowledge, perception and stage of development have influenced the management of the effects of earthquake activity.   (June 2014)

Volcanic Activity and Earthquakes

With reference to case study material, describe the attempt to predict and the limitations of prediction for either volcanic or earthquake activity.
(June ’04)

With reference to a small scale case study of efforts to predict either volcanic or earthquake activity, describe the methods that were used and evaluate their success.  (June ‘09)
